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ROAD SAFETY, LEADER OF THE NATIONAL PARTY 

75. Mr A.J. DEAN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
Certain claims made by the Leader of the National Party have raised concerns about the Government’s 
commitment to road safety.  What is the minister’s response to these claims? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Bunbury for his question and for his interest in road safety, which, I might say, is in stark 
contrast to the confused commitment to road safety that the Leader of the National Party had in his last manifesto 
as reported in The Countryman.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  It will embarrass him, so I understand why he is trying to talk over me.  I would be 
embarrassed if I were he.   

The tale of road safety policy is a very sad one for the opposition parties, which are clearly failing to see the first 
sign of a policy vacuum.  In a letter published in The Countryman of 15 August, the Leader of the National Party 
wrote - 

Let’s discourage aggressive driving advertisements, by all means, but for the Government to take it to 
the Australian Transport Council, as the WA top road safety priority, seems a little odd when we have a 
growing number of unsafe roads and black spots all around WA. 

I have never seen a single paragraph so replete with so many inaccuracies.  If the matter was not taken to the 
Australian Transport Council, how does the Leader of the National Party think that the Commonwealth would 
have become involved in bringing about a new code of conduct for advertisers?  The banning of advertisements 
depicting unsafe and dangerous driving will make a significant difference in the country, because those 
advertisements are aimed specifically at young men.  In fact, many of those advertisements depict youths.  The 
Leader of the National Party’s strange attack obviously makes sense to him and him alone, because we are about 
saving the lives of those far too many young men who are killed on our country roads.  The letter goes on -  

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Mr Speaker, it is against standing orders to read so much of the content of a letter into 
Hansard. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Hillarys to order for the first time. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I also call the member for Collie, the Leader of the National Party, the member for 
Albany and the member for Girrawheen to order for the first time.  It is quite appropriate for ministers to refer to 
prepared notes in order to make sure that the answer is accurate.  I am sure that is what the minister is doing.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I am particularly keen to quote the Leader of the National Party accurately.  His letter 
goes on to say that “the Gallop Government has tinkered around the edges with road safety.”   

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Yes, it has.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  If this is the Leader of the National Party’s definition of “tinkering”, then tinkering 
around the edges obviously means to implement the most comprehensive set of road safety reforms ever seen in 
this State.  If this is the new definition of tinkering, I will have to get my staff to get in touch with the writers of 
The Macquarie Dictionary so that they can update their definition.    

The Leader of the National Party goes on to say about our Government that “they continue to hoard two-thirds of 
the money for other purposes.”  Yes, we have been collecting all the money from speed and red light camera 
fines and have been putting most of that money into road enhancement programs; that is, towards fixing our 
roads.  Our commitment to road safety and the roads has vastly exceeded anything that members opposite ever 
put in place.  We have committed, for example -  

Several members interjected. 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Members opposite are embarrassed.  That is why they are trying to talk over the top of 
me.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The member should listen.  This is about saving lives and reducing major crashes, 
particularly on country roads.  Our Government has made a commitment to an additional $8 million for black 
spot funding.  That takes to some $60 million our commitment over four years to fix black spots.  Most of the 
black spot money is spent on fixing black spots on country roads - the very problem that we are talking about.  
The challenge for the National Party is to get serious about road safety and saving lives on country roads.  Far 
too many young men are losing their lives on country roads.  The irresponsible attitude of the National Party is 
doing nothing to help.  
 


